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property has five bedrooms, cach with a
private bathroom. A separate two-bedroom
apartment has its own cooking facilities. Down-
stairs, a large communal dining area opens out onto
the garden. The occasional kangaroo pops in to say
hi. The feel is at once relaxed, homely, welcoming.
The Baldinis have since added two self-contained
cottages to their 120-hectare property. The pick of
these is Honeybee, which offers a king-sized bed,
sun lounges on the deck and complete privacy.
Longrain executive chef Martin Boetz, one-time
mentor to Sioban, is a regular visitor and guest chef.
Boetz believes there’s a pulse here that has noth-
ing to do with wine. "You could easily come and do
nothing but beach-sit for a week™ Not that he does
anything of the sort. Guests decked out in smart
black pinnies gather around the kitchen work-
bench to watch Boetz do his thing. Later, they ad-
journ to a large, heated gazebo where they eat an
indecent amount of mod-Asian fare and blather on
into the wee hours, “Wildwood seems to do that to
people; says Sioban. “You come on your own and end>

A vine affair
Clockwise from left:
dining at Cullen Wines
and Laurance Wines;
newly opened
Windmills Break
apartments; Patrick
Coward offers organic
produce from the
garden and hememade
bread at The Providere.
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